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Zikulise Community Upliftment Project 2025 

What difference did we make? 

 564 unemployed beneficiaries received entrepreneurial skills 
training. 

 70 income-generating entrepreneurial skills training courses. 
 68 individuals living with disabilities attended courses. 
 51 beneficiaries were learners. 
 392 youth received training. 
 480 women received training. 
 39 men received training. 
 324 applications received. 

 

What Courses were held? 
 

Baking 
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Beading 

  

  
 

 
 
 

 

Hair Braiding 
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Machine Sewing 

  

  
 

 
 
 

 

Hand Sewing 
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Food Security 

  

  
 

 
 
 

 

Business Management 

  

  
  

 

 

You are never too young or too old to learn a skill! 
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How many lives has Zikulise touched? 

 7 635 beneficiaries have received income generating 
entrepreneurial skills training since 2005 

 22 900 possible indirect beneficiaries 
 

 

 

Key Factors Driving Indirect Benefits: 

1. Job Creation & Entrepreneurship: Successful trainees have started 
their own businesses, creating jobs for others in their 
community. 

2. Income & Poverty Alleviation: Increased income reduces the 
burden on social services and improves the standard of living for 
entire households. 

3. Empowerment: Skills training results in greater social inclusion 
and community cohesion.  

Training over 7,600 people can have a "ripple effect" on the wider 
community, making the indirect beneficiary number significantly 
higher than the initial number of trainees.   

(Source: Google AI Overview) 
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Who are our beneficaries? 

 Women, men, youth, scholars, teenagers 
 Individuals living with dissabilities 
 Young and old 
 Individuals from the community and 

beyond 
 Unemployed individuals 
 Dissadvantaged individuals 
 Individuals from diverse backgrounds 
 Aspiring entrepreneurs 

 
 

Zikulise aims to reach the most unreached. 

 

How do applicants know about Zikulise? 

 Word of mouth 
 Walk-ins 
 Councillors 
 Community members 
 NGOs 
 Community organisations 
 Schools 
 Churches 
 Presentations at community events 
 Zikulise’s website www.Zikulise.org.za 

 

 

Where do beneficiaries come from? 

Beneficiaries come from near and far to attend entrepreneurial 
training.  

Those that attend courses mainly reside in the uMhlathuze Municipality 
and King Chetswayo District Municipality. 

Some have come as far afield as Melmoth and Mbazwane. 
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Who are some of our achievers? 
 

Nqobile Mnguni 

The Zikulise Judy Barbour Entrepreneur of the Year Award Recipient for 
2025.  

This annual award is kindly sponsored by Roger 
and Sue Barbour. This award honours an 
individual who has taken the training they 
received at Zikulise further and has started their 
own business. Since its inception in 2018, the 
recipiants have benefited tremedously. 

"A dream doesn't become reality through magic; it 
takes sweat, determination and hard work." — 
Colin Powell 

Nqobile attended a hand and machine sewing and 
traditional beading course at Zikulise in 2025. 

Her mother had a small plastic sewing machine that she had bought 
but did not enjoy sewing.  So she gave it to her daughter and that is 
where it all began for Nqobile! 

I thought I would share with you some of the judges’ comments as to 
why Nqobile was selected as this year’s recipient. Their comments 
describe Nqobile perfectly. 

 “Nqobile has demonstrated exceptional 
entrepreneurial promise, making her a standout 
candidate for this year’s (2025) award. Her ability 
to think outside the box and apply innovative 
solutions to real-world challenges reflects a 
strong business sense and a pro-active mindset. 

 It is evident that she is putting her training from 
Zikulise to excellent use, translating skills into 
action with tangible results.  

Her commitment, creativity, and drive make her a 
deserving recipient of the Entrepreneur of the Year award. She has an 
ability to work with limited resources.” 
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Nqobile’s dream has definitely taken “sweat, determination and hard 
work”. Since winning the award, Nqobile’s business has taken off. She 
said, “I can sew so much better now with a brand-new, real sewing 
machine. I am so grateful for what Zikulise and the funders have done 
for me. I never dreamt anything like this would happen to me. Zikulise, 
I will make you proud!” 

 

Angel Sibiya 

“I am so thankful to Zikulise and to the 
donors who made my training possible, 
for helping me gain all these skills, hand 
and machine sewing, beading, 
embroidery, baking and business 
management. 

They opened my mind to possibilities. I 
was at home, not doing or achieving 
anything worthwhile. 

After receiving the training, I had hope of a more fulfilled life, I gained 
confidence and now I believe in myself. I have learnt so much and, in 
addition, I am able to contribute financially to support my family.” 

 I have been running a successful sewing and beading business. My 
production has increased and I can sew so many different items that 
my customers love. I can provide the beadwork that goes with the 
outfit. I’m a one-stop shop! My dreams are coming true,” said Angel. 

Angel has also assisted by volunteering to train sewing at Zikulise. She 
is paving the way to becoming a very successful young 
businesswoman. 
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Mnotho Masuka 

Mnotho Masuka does not give up easily.   

Her passion is baking. “I love to bake. I love 
seeing the smiles on my happy customers’ faces 
when they receive my beautiful cakes. I am a 
baker now.” 

Mnotho belonged to a baking co-operative, 
Syakhulaco Bakery that was funded and 
established in Nseleni, uMhlathuze Kwa-Zulu 
Natal, several years ago.  

The co-operative consisted of five members and it was doing very well 
until Covid hit. There were many challenges to overcome especially 
when it came to load shedding and premises.  

Unfortunately, due to unexpected circumstances, the co-operative 
could no longer continue. 

Mnotho was devastated as baking is her life.  

Mnotho, however was not deterred, “I knew I couldn’t just give up. I 
had to bake. It is what I love to do. I decided to start my own business. 
It was a scary idea but I know there is demand in my area for my cakes. 
I had heard about Zikulise and how they help people with skills 
training.  

I wanted to add to the knowledge that I gained during my time at the 
co-operative. The baking that I did at the co-operative was different 
from the course on offer at Zikulise. The co-operative used pre-mixes 
and industrial equipment. I wanted to learn how to be a home-baker 
and to bake using fresh ingredients. My customers deserve the best! 

I wanted to gain knowledge about running a business now that I am 
going to be a business woman! I need to make a profit so that I can 
help support my family, “said Mnotho. 
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Since attending the course in 2023, Mnotho has been very busy 
baking. She often receives orders for novelty cakes and her delicious 

muffins, scones and cupcakes are very popular.  

Mnotho said,” I am so thankful to Zikulise for 
giving me this opportunity and inspiring and 
encouraging me not to give up. I am a baker and 
a business woman now and I love having my own 
business!” 

It is rewarding to hear, that Mnotho did not give 
up, found a new path and is pursuing her passion. 
We, at Zikulise, look forward to seeing where her 
new journey takes her. 

 

 

Sindisiwe Sithole 

Sindiswe has travelled a long and rewarding journey with Zikulise:   

“I was in a dark, underground tunnel after I lost 
my job because of Covid-19. I had lost my 
passion.  

Then it dawned on me, hang-on, I have a skill!  

Way back in 2008, Zikulise taught me how make 
beautiful beaded traditional Zulu products, how to 
use a sewing machine to create fabulous items 
and how to paint striking patterns on fabric. I 
learnt how to run a successful business.  

From those humble beginnings, I now have many 
orders for many different products. I have even received orders from 
celebrities!  

I can offer additional services to my customers because of the sewing 
skills I learnt at Zikulise. Zikulise has helped me obtain orders and 
introduced me to so many supportive individuals and companies.  

Then in 2025, I could not believe what happened to me! Fives Group, 
Richards Bay donated a bakkie to me, Sindisiwe Sithole! I couldn’t stop 
my tears. I was dancing for joy. It was incomprehensible. I am mobile, I 
am truly blessed.  I can’t express how honoured, overwhelmed and 
speechless I feel. Thank you to Fives for all they did for me. I am 
humbled by their generosity.  
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I gained knowledge that uplifted me. Zikulise has been so kind to me. I 
am a superwoman with six hands, I can achieve anything! Zikulise 
continues to help us grow and encourage us to find and follow the 
light.” 

Zikulise’s motto is ‘Shining the light into the lives of others’ and, in 
Sindisiwe’s case, Zikulise certainly did all those years ago.  

 

Fanelesibonga Manyoni 

Fanele attended a baking and business management course in 2019 
and has been a baker extraordinaire ever since:  

“I am forever grateful to Zikulise and the funders. 
The best thing that happened was that with my 
recent orders, I paid off all my debts. Now I am 
going to work for myself and change my life. I am 
growing and I'm loving it! 

“I have been exceptionally blessed with the 
support, encouragement and contributions given 
to me by Fives Group, Richards Bay. Not only did 
they assist with baking equipment, but to my 
utter amazement and joy (I was in tears), they 
actually built a completely fitted out bakery just 
for me.  

“However, their support didn’t end there, this year (2025) I was dumb 
struck, I was at a loss for words, which is very unusual for me! I 
received a bakkie from Fives to assist me with the transportation of my 
orders. Their support and belief in me have changed my life. I just 
can’t believe it. I have been given wings and I know I will really fly high! 

“I will be forever grateful and to, Zikulise and the funders. My words 
can never be enough. Now I'm ready for 
any challenge. 

Zikulise is my home and I was so 
honoured when Zikulise asked me to 
teach others the skill I learnt at Zikulise 
so as to help others as I was helped; to 
show them you can achieve your 
dream.” 
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In conclusion 

2025 was a year that confirmed the value of Zikulise. We are proud of 
the impact achieved through our training courses and the benefit to 
our communities. 

As we step into 2026, we reflect on our 22- year journey and the 
milestones we have accomplished, and we are humbled and awed! 

I have decided that Zikulise’s word for 2026 is “strength”. With 
fortitude in the coming year, our organisation can make a difference. 
We can achieve this together with the assistance of the Zikulise family, 
our funders, doners, sponsors and supporters. Without you, we 
wouldn't be us. 

We look forward to future possibilities in 2026. 

 

 

Together we can help make South Africa a  
better place for unemployed people 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Report compiled by: 

Louisa Jury 
Head of Training 
20 January 2026 
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ZIKULISE COMMUNITY UPLIFTMENT PROJECT NPC 

Venue no 1: Empangeni SMME One-Stop Shop, 44 Turnbull Street. 
Empangeni. 

Venue no 2: the Eagle Room, Zululand Chamber of Business 
Foundation Community Park, Richards Bay. 

Non-Profit Company Reg. no. 2005/003021/08 

Public Benefit Organisation Reg PBO no. 93018804 

Website www.zikulise.org.za 

 
 
 
 
 


