From Covid-19 Despair to
Thriving Business

“I was in a dark, dark underground tunnel after I lost my job due to
Covid-19. I had lost my passion.
Then it dawned on me, wait a minute, I have a skill!
In 2008, I learnt how to make beautiful beaded traditional Zulu
products, how to use a sewing machine to make fabulous items
and how to paint beautiful patterns on fabric. I learnt how to run a
successful business.
This was an action-packed three-month course that the Zikulise
Community Upliftment Project NPC offered to me at no cost.
So, I thought, of course, I have all that knowledge that I gained
from Zikulise that would enable me to start my own business, so
why wait?”
These are the words of young Sindisiwe Sithole.
“I admit I only had a little knowledge before I stared the course.
My interest in traditional bead weaving started when I was a little
girl as I used to watch the gogos (grandmothers) do beautiful
beadwork. I remember how I would pick up all the beads that they
dropped on the ground and, from them, fashion small items.
That's how it all started. I wanted to learn more and build on the
little knowledge I had, and then Zikulise came to my aid.
After the course, I started beading AIDS pins and pens. From those
humble beginnings I now have many orders for many different
products. I have even received orders from celebrities!
I am intrigued by the Ndebele designs and prints, and I believe
that is what makes my beading different from other bead weavers.
To market my business, I started making short videos of what I
have on offer and have posted them on social media. This has
really helped me a lot to get my products known in the
marketplace.
I have taught my mother to bead as I need her to help me when I
have large orders. I have also taught my cousin and even some
gogos! Now I can show them a thing or two!
I can offer additional services to my customers due to me learning
how to sew at Zikulise. I make “weekender” bags for that weekend
away when you don't really require a suitcase.
With my beading and sewing, I can support myself and look after
my two children as well as my sister's children.
My aim is to have my own boutique one day. I want to brand my
name and become well known. I already have orders from
Johannesburg, Cape Town and, who knows, maybe soon from
overseas!
I have discovered that there is a light at the end of every tunnel. In
a way, Covid-19 was a blessing in disguise for me. I rediscovered
my passion, my self-confidence was renewed and now I have a
reason to get up every day. Thank you Zikulise, you have been a
blessing to me in so many ways.”
It was fate that I came into contact with Zikulise again when I met
the Zikulise staff at a Youth Summit that took place at Ngwelezane.
When I heard their speech it brought back all the wonderful
memories of how my passion for beading began.
Zikulise never gives up on their trainees. I gained knowledge that
uplifted me. They have been so kind to me. I am a superwoman
with six hands, I can achieve anything! Zikulise continues to help
us grow and encourage us to find and follow the light.”
Zikulise's motto is “Shining the light into the lives of others” and in
Sindisiwe's case, Zikulise certainly did, all those years ago.

A Journey from Despair towards
Empowerment

